Appendix B 

Breakout Session 2 – Summary Table of Issues and Recommendations

	Breakout Topic
	Issues
	Recommendations

	Making the Case
	· Freight impact on the local, regional, national and global economy; on the environment; on national security; etc.

· Outreach – to public and legislative audiences.

· Inreach – to government and industry audiences.

· Calculating public benefits, especially for projects with private sector benefits.

· Building trust – with the public, industry, and decision makers
	· Focus on overall public benefits of improvements

· Education of industry (and others) on future with and without changes to system – economic implications based on growth.

· Develop a message for industry, public and government on the “Freight Chain”

· Develop targeted public awareness campaign

· Include money for more research on freight transportation

Create mid and long term educational programs.

	New Funding Sources and Mechanisms
	· Formula-based apportionment factor for freight.

· “Co-mingling” public funding sources to leverage public/private investments. 

· Redirecting current funding sources to freight

· Cross modal funding of freight infrastructure needs

· Other
	· Increase public/private cost sharing -public investment in private sector – public benefit defined

· Establish national/regional investment banks

· Create program like B/C for Freight

· Fund Freight Corridors of National Significance

Create Last Mile Program

	Institutional Structures and Planning Frameworks
	· Existing decision-making does not address the integrated nature of freight transportation.

· Freight projects transcend modes, jurisdictions, and geographical areas that typically bound transportation planning.

· We lack data needed to justify needed freight transportation improvements, especially those with public benefit.

· Need processes and structures that encourage integrated freight planning and implementation.
	· Create Multi-Jurisdictional Institutions

· National Board - National Significance

· Prioritize projects that support a national freight system

· Identify National Freight Transportation system

· Change Metro and State Planning Process to include Freight.

· Create a National Data Warehouse


	Expand Eligibility
	· Eligibility limitations on existing funding sources often exclude intermodal projects.

· Some existing funding sources are underutilized due to qualification requirements, timing & understanding.

· May need to rethink some existing mechanisms to encourage greater use or expand access to funds.
	· Set asides for intermodal projects from existing funding – STP, NHS etc.

· Expand Multi-Jurisdictional freight project funding in the Borders and Corridors program

· Expand CMAQ dollars and area of consideration for projects

· Expand existing programs better accommodate freight

· Expand Innovative Financing to apply to more freight projects


